CONSIDERATIONS UPON POSSIBLE TERP—MOUNDS IN
THE MUCKING, CORRINGHAM AND FOBBING
WETLANDS

by Randal Bingley

eferences to raised-level
omestic sites of either
medieval or later date upon the
Essex marshes are extremely
scarce, though in The Great Tide
coincidental attention was drawn
to Oozedam house and stockyard
(TQ78.7383.8328) remaining
above the 1953 flood maximum.
A remarkable aerial photograph in that book testifies to this circumstance,
showing it as an impressive cattle-refuge amidst the watery wastes. "
Unfortunately, we have yet only faint evidence for Oozedam's period of origin
as a farmstead. Did a medieval or earlier nucleus oceupy its “platform”
before the "Dutch” homestead which F.Z. Claro alludes t0?® It seems fairly
certain to be older, because a reference appears as early as September 1598,
among the Fobbing Parish registers, when "Sarah Kent ye daughter of John
Kent of Ooes was buried...”. Archacological data is so far absent however
and the kind of ceramic debris which might give a domestic date-range is not
casually forthcoming, due mainly to it being a permanent pasture ground.

This applies likewise to other grazing farms such as Nazewick
(TQ78.7325.8485) and Slatey House (TQ78.7297.8398) - a modern sounding
farmstead edging Fobbing Creek but whose prior name of Westelword
(1521) proves it to have been in operation before the Dutch drainage (here, of
the 1620s) and conceivably earlier than when Fobbing manor's sea walls were
substantially completed. In this case, its derelict farmstead site is apparently
a liitle more elevated than surrounding cattle pastures, even allowing for the
fact that its mid 19th century brick foundation walls and other solid materials
distort any casual survey of its “mound”.

Documentary sources nevertheless make plain that some local copyholders
had stockyards and dwellinghouses far out upon the Thames levels and the
peasant traitor William Gildborne's "messuage with a curtilage” (house and
courtyard or farmyard) at Northope Marsh (TQ78.7405.8273) alongside
Oilmill Fleet has already been identified.® Was this homestall, too, a raised
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platform site, aloof from tidal inundation, or might its very presence infer that
some of Fobbing’s medieval sea walls were already an established security by
the late 1300s?

These are greatly important questions, as is the matter of the baseline
dating of the “mounds” themselves, because they are very similar in concept
to the ferps of various other north European wetlands and which are
alternatively described through coastal regions there by the name of Warf,
Wurth and Wierde.

Among the most revealing excavations of any of these foreign terp-mounds
was that at Feddersen Wierd in Germany, where during the 1950s the
development of a sizeable marshland raised-settlement platform could be
traced through from its prehistoric origin to a cessation of use somewhere in
the 5th century A.D. It was with this mound, and with a Dutch excavation at
the Ezinge terp, that our own Mucking (early-Saxon) pottery and
loomweights were to be closely compared, thus linking the people of an
ancient ferpen tradition directly to those early 6th century "Ing" settlements of
Essex, such as Mucking and Fobbing. &L

Our placename specialist, P.H. Reaney, working during the mid 1930s,
would have had much to consider on the subject had he known of this direct
connection between Thurrock's shoreline colonisation and Feddersen Wierde,
for he discussed (under Canvey Island) a series of worth, werth, ward, and
werda landscape names that are all to be found in Thames coastal wetland
locations and which he interpreted at the time, on locational evidence alone, as
probably meaning “a marsh”. If the establishment of those names had been
adopted within the Saxon migration period however, we can now see that they
could very well have meant a mound-homestead (as was the case at Feddersen
Wierde) but which had extended in due course of centuries to become
associated with its whole adjacent area of agricultural marsh. The earliest
Essex form of the “worth” placename, adds Reaney, seems to be werde,
which is, as we can now appreciate, an almost identical sound to the German
and Dutch Wierde.

We have already hinted that Slatey House at Fobbing had possessed one of
these Werda titles, evolving linguistically through Westelword to Ilward by
1622, then to “Great Ellfords” before 1789. Latterly it was “Great Ilford”.
The same suffixal element is there also in the Rugward marsh and homestall
(Mucking) and Corringham's Radwrth, found as early as 1199 A.D. @

Rugward is of especial interest to our case. Reaney deals with it under
Stanford le Hope because of his random and often misleading intermix of
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